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'  v  ■»,y  Kina  of  in 

good  form  has  had  its  bo^  t  ire  which  has  c«ne  tn  v 

ss„%.“3,'  «:  s“ = rr 

Auoxy  read  novel, 

for  recognition!  ’  f y  0nly  thru  a  struggle 

been  able  to  claim  equality  /jth  !t*°  *hat  tho  no7el  has 
atic  forms  of  literature.  '?  'ith  th<J  epl°*  lyrl°  and  dram. 

common  prose  * 

1*« tt«“  ™dre^b^Vth!!9nrn“!rst  “f1*'*  l“ 

french  Academy  in  the  first  two  year sot  its  ex^t64  the 
would  r’rench  critics  condescend  even  to  discuss  IhTZveT. 

He  ms  s:tf  then  th  t  the  newel  had  its  appropriate 
source  among  the  unlearned  and  it  as  not  until  the  eighteen- 
th  century  that  it  began  to  attract  naturally  endowed  authors 
sxh  as  Richardson,  Refoe,  Fleming  and  others  of  like  genius* 

From  that  time  until  now  the  novel  has  bee  n  develop¬ 
ing*  Sometimes  it  is  true  it  was  misused  but  always  some 
hi $1 -minded  author  has  restored  its  dignity  until  it  has  be¬ 
came  one  of  our  favorite  forms  of  literature  today, 

!?he  kind  of  novel  that  is  claiming  most  attention  at 
the  present  time  is  the  novel  of  Politico  and  Reform, 

A  study  of  our  political  novels  reveals  that  they 
have  a  goal  to  r  .  oh  and  are  striving  to  point  out  >“ 

our  system  of  politics  as  mil  as  to  uive  some  rededy  for  them. 

The  nov  el  which  deals  with  ohaJies 

be  called  a  novel  of  purpose,  »  out  to  cotwinoe 

*•  «on»  "seeks  to  roach  an  »*N«  ,  rovorient  to  be  accepted 

tho  reader  of  some  doctrine  or  some  Improver.™. 

and  established#" 


•l  "'v  is  n  >t  the  7  11  w ever 

In  other  words  r.  GGt  ^8®*" 

iind  who  c:  n  tell  wh^t-  <  1  0ur  novol  hra  h™ 

ltioa  8nd  raf0lm  2^'i* 

i'ew  great  me  *  0r®? 

U  ^eUC“?  in  intact  ,lth 

would  have  been.  effective  1(han  on^£®°*  "Coningsby 

unQrod  speeches 

£-  boote)Tare  *  -  »oaera  &ay  of  , 

the  great  ,aJortty  of  wK^5 

n°veneta  are 

to  the  Mane.  «Meaa88?Lt°MjomnfSth 

penaent  on  politico  or»w  op,  °rt  iit  *  ?*  TfT10  l***  1*  de- 
influences.  No  other  ooourati™  7r!£  iltln8  fron  political 
business  nor  is  responsible  for  ?“oh  inflwsco  on 

It  touches  society  at  ovary  point.  *n tuition  of  so  nuch  money. 

2TcS^'E^sH^SSfiS5 

ll  Sh0lV  W?r  harci  lav'S  °H’res3  am  to  the/ia, 

be  modified  ana  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  their  fellow-n®  to  ail 
cl  as  Has  am  foster  sympathies  between  then* 


It  is  for  the  politician  to  design  actual  schemes 
bat  for  the  novelist  to  set  those  currents  in  motion  among  the 
people.  Writers  are  becoming  more  aware  of  this  all  the  time 

and  today  almost  every  grievance  of  the  toilers  has  its  special 

pleader  in  fiction. 


«h  •  novel  o  »!*io h*'«  nil  *  tho 

2txx:  ~urs:  ^ 

wlth  1  •  — '  ««wi;  - 

Th»  ,  .  . 


The  novelist  la 

0  crlme  «d  Buffering. 


h©lple8 

them.  v, ne  ne,78. 

who  seldom  reveal  the 

But  a  novelist  i „  , 

the  tent  of  tirre  moat  roveV^  *°  *“**  Production  stand 

.mu.  pr'-cticoH  of  the  z\i vne  u“d- 

to  Bo^  *°  b°  — 

has  impressed  the  need  of  reform*  is  “  noTel  1,hieh 

writer  has  put  lt  'Z* ™ “f"  °n  the  A,  one 

or  ^  or  even  Roosevelt  rememLr  thi^nfr/S  fuu® 
hje  helped  to  make  possible  what  they  hive  d™  -  m 

X  TOrk 

It  is  a  fact  also  that  the  mere  reading  of  a  novel 
of  politics  or  reform  will  interest  a  person  to  stiidy  farther 
into  the  mat  ter  and  read  other  articles  written  on  the  sane 
subject • 


It  has  been  in  the  past  and  wil:  be  in  the  future 
the  chief' aim  of  political  and  reform  writers  to  disclose  the 
inner  meaning  of  social  conditions*  humanize  the  theories 
of  radical  reformers,  and  hasten  progr  ss  by  forcasting 
its  next  step  and  moulding  towards  it  the  minds  of  their 
generation* 


It  really  is  st  ange  that  more  novels  have  not  been 

written  on  this  theme  when  we  consider  what  might  be  made  of 
t.  How  ver  a  view  of  the  best  that  have  been  written 

■eveale  what  the  influence  of  the  novel  has  be  n  in  bn-  an 
the  United  Utates  and  what  its  possibilities  are  for 

'ut  ure* 


U) 

(2) 


Living  Ago-  1U06 
Critic -fiction  and 


Reform 
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eighteenth  c  ntury  "l"0"11  up°«o  about  K 

th  t  he  reelizru  u8  v  ,  °n  a*»  early  l8  ,!*.  Tnl<1«l©  0f  t* 

that  it  could  be  made  to'e**®  *  |,olltlc  i  'J“  Fi®1<hnK  8  ® 

1,101  o1"‘8  8  «<•  the  tlm,"1"000  Tlvl<Ujr  tS”:  « 

Y  1  Hnfl  POl- 

iii  the  pJPnfacn  e 

•"*  «u  -hUh 

met  with  by  novelist os<itury  lit  i»  . 

But  the  crude  w  rL  oi  ">J-*  c?  ?* 

Boas t?eau,  and  Condorcet  pj  befor^^  '°y  IIOboes»  L^ke  " 

which  they  wo  .Id  otherwise  not  hive  k®  ■P«oStiSM 

acity  to  study  n0t  havc  haa  the  desirG  or  ™ 

At  the  t  imp  n-P  n 

Tery  popular  as  a  ccane'of  lon  the  »«*.l  beea,, 

politicn,  religion  and  cuuoatl  „n  *  R,fUd  1  E0lUati-ns  on 

ses-^kS  eu 

Erlich  novel  began  "to  portray 

r^rrr 


Daring  the  Victorian  era  the  no.  el  became  a  groat 
reformer •  We  may  almost  call  Dickens,  the  greatest  novel¬ 
ist  of  this  age,  a  reform  writer  for  his  cause  was  always 
with  the  people  and  we  seendistinctly  in  Ms  works  a  deolre 
to  shov  up  the  social  defincience.3  of  Ms  day. 


His  °'i?ale  of  Two  Cities” ,  for  example,  although 
a  historical  novel,  pictures  plainly  the  c  audit i  ons  of 
England  and  France  at  the  time*  of  the  French  Revolution, 


Dickens  also  wrote  "Oliver  Twist”  a  pica  for  better 

schools  in  England. 

He  was  one  of  the  boat  public  servants  England  ever 
had.  He  pleaded  for  the  abolition  of  debtor's  P^ons,  M 
wrote  against  the  evils  of  parochial  and  pri .  ‘ 

teen,  he  anvoo  tea  a  refonn  of  ^  the 

the  roaciion  against  the  policy  of  la  .  iIe  Ba8  the 
way  for  social  legislation  «d ^d  lived  by 
*pokesman  of  the  mas  eo.  He  wrote 
their  praises. 


Next  in  1st 

—  ln  V.,?** 

Vn  U'  '  hi  e  con  temp0r 

atid  tradeunion  0f  his  JL  ^conditions  in 

ger  to  the  community  0f  In  "Hard  Cash"  £2  Pr*aon3,  &8ylaM1 

in  "Put  Yourself  Jh,"  ^««»8  srlvSS  taLffi—1 

of  the  trade  unions  and  in  «»T+.he  ex*JOSed  the 

find  him  rail! no;  against  *v  Xt  8  Kevci*  too  Lat«  ?**le  »***ice* 

of  the  rrtsions!  «“  — „ltary 

he  could  not  help  '  “Sff  "^*e  ®"  P01ltioal  subjects  because 
social  system  of  England  ha:  beco™  ?h?  V.1"16  ****  ‘to 
debate*  “e00ne  ‘he  subject  of  slam  and 

There  was  a  general  feel/ 

suspicion  of  go ve mm ental  affaire  ^a °JinT°Tiness  md  a  strong 
Mm,  "He  was  the  product  of  c  i  reunite  e^\h  22  Said  °f 

f  tendencies,  the  voice  of  a  m  vement ’  th  infcerPrete* 

That  movement  was  Chartism  and  is  in  itself  a 
ing  illustration  of  the  political  force  of  novels.  it  wag1*” 
the  subject  of  Kingsley’s  two  most  influential  novels! 

He  wrote  "Yeast"  while  still  boiling  over  the  Chart* 
ist  meeting  of  1840*  It  is  in  this  book  that  he  brings  the 
world  face  to  face  with  the  poor  and  disinherited.  a  thrill¬ 
ing  note  of  humantarianism  dominates  the  whole  book  as  the 
author  rages  against  the  mean  and  brutal  conditions* 

To  say  that  this  book  was  influential  is  putting 
it  mildly  for  it  raised  a  atom  of  indignant  protest  from 
churchmen  as  well  as  laymen*  for  they  realized  how  great  a 
factor  it  would  be*  In  fact  the  opposition  was  so  great 
that  no  publisher  dared  to  put  it  out  in  book  form  until 
1851. 

The  y  ar  before  this  Kingsley  tad  written  "Alton. 

Looks",  a  story  as  real  in  its  purpose  “  ^Vapidly  and' 
concerning  it  "It  has  revealed  it -elf  to  _  *s 
methodically  that  I  feci  it  cooes  down  from  above. 
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(1)  Dawson -maker  s  of  English  fiction  r- 


At 

*  lhIb  :••**  S.“  *., 


^^»rii:^  ^2s  ... 

a  ""•»*  .h Zlz\^^iv^ 

novelist,  aZZt'h"*11’1  ls  *  1®0*s  l»»n,.°t,,r* 

This  is  „ot  a  for!,?*0*®8®  of  ^  ConsWerrd  „ 

Si"  s  *,•;  g~” 

-  ‘—•—•ST*-  •'  «IV.SS„  iS=‘.,- 

England  and  Qtill  th 

sx-^SSSSgSSsj^ 
H~f IfSHSl:  V  js* -t 

at  the  conclusi  on  S  °l0  in  Wvate  letter 

that  a  certain  chanre^Z  avtl0le  ®»  my  wrkj  "*lay  "*»n 
will  he  to  tome  “Z  PUblio  *«t./."SS  ft  8ay 
ing  wreath  1  covet.  f^V,°k"'’  you  ““d  me  toe°noWab<mt’ 
lift  and  the  one  secret  of  life'^is't*  a11  rieht  use  o T~ 
firmer  footing  of  those  who  sSc’eed  ^  for  «« 

raeli  is  probably  the  ^Sat  °prorJlnLt lU  **-  3.eaJamin  “i®- 
«•  “  Political  subjects .  *  Ms  ®0’  811  his  »«. 

on  the  English  constitution  and  LeiisTelvillV  BaMre 
it  Hie  skits  on  the  constitution  lville  has  said  of 

on  political  econo^.  onthe  o^rcLfnr6'*  by 

l^adi^1aiQQSliireS  an<3  “  th°  ooloulal  ®/otme“itenZiing 
reading  as  well  aa  providing  food  for  reflection.”  g 

Hie  r,Ixi on  in  Heaven”  is  a  social  satire  in  which 
ne  represents  the  ruling  class  as  the  great  gods.  The  Tories 
and  Whitts  are  giants  and  gods,  the  Iron  Duke  is  Enoleladus 
and.  Hir  .Robert  Peel  is  Hypernion.  He  succeeds  in  working 
these  characters  into  a  pleasing  little  novel. 
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t,ho 

not  made  until  l 

of  thl.  book  le  ‘'°^«00  hl.0f„?lBfo«U  , 
bio  political  .-me  £ *  ‘hreaa  “““niMby."  *  •■'Her  . 
dot.Yorlm;  to  plctur“  *“l  T  ^oh  th(,Th«  Plot  * 

n«r,  better  mind  of ''“Whi,  As  ,,u* . 
ions  th  t  oj,  te,ti  ;  "fUa«a  ana  f  th  ‘  a.Yoi„  h*  JT 
ascertain  the  tr  io  t<J  elov;itP  t.^0  s°aUer  o0pnient  of^ 
sent  the  Tie:.' A**  ^ 
church,  in  so  far  a«,  y°Un8  ^ngla^Uloal  Parti«  llfe  and 
*«■»  P»Umm*a£  ““  °f  to  pre_ 

loo  a  bodia  end^o  to®^  “Wmc^*  th* 

in,  clas see, ,f  1^°-  the  .35^^?^. 

01  the  n>, _ 


itieal  nov^al?1  ° “tegeby  ls  hia 
ana  social  situations.  'H!11'8  b*»cs  d^w^  P»l- 
llvos  of  great  patrician  ?  f?rtr^  to  hia  ‘  ,poUti°ol 
history  of  Kngikd.  ^  a!"111108-  **°J B  ‘he 

phases  at  a  time  when  on  ^  CnbQs  Booiety^n  *v?y  ie  the 

■“  *  —!■ ,  r.^;r„Y,‘;& 

made  his  stori^ai^t^^  ih  Polltical  society  and 
interpreted  events  to  furtheJthe  fy  0f  hls  tlne-  He 
de  introduced  the  novelist's  l£L££?eSt?  of  hls  forty . 
“P  ana  the  statesman's  «•«- 

■**•“  “  K‘*»"”iSou"t  ,«r,'s  s;  “r 

i«  s»2  ™s  “-r,r,:r*r; 

tne  Chartist  movement  and  both  used  their  pens  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  laborers,  Mrs.  Gaskell  treated  thes< 
questions  as  a  Christian  woman,  aid  George  Eliot  ar>  a  sooia 
philospher. 

No  single  one  of  their  books  can  be  said  to  be 
a  political  or  reform  novel  but  there  is  a  strain  of  help¬ 
fulness  thru  all  their  works. 
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the  tf-ddo  of  the  l£na?0ttot» 

, 

m.nt  for  th.  worthy  of'^  »*• 

.  Oeor»Kllot  a""* 

,o».r  of  her  b 

Am  on  ;  the  u  parP°oe  ln  aa  a  ^ 

this  theme  ore  Baimer®  who  writ 

"«y  "0Tal"  both  of  *h°  *•  '»«,,“?•  *fco  b.,. 
a»1  '"^ren.  Who  siveo  *  1th 

a  fear"  of  a  contest ^  T1®1*  plctul!-1  Gal  rival!  *n4 

ad  bribing,  showing  v  J^0^011  with  th*  ***  "?en  Tho  3*a" 
“■»  riot;  ana  2L  .^LP£UUoal  pJJ* ‘“H.  ^ 

Lmacy  with  1'MUaaa^H  «o  *„«* 


—  xttoor 

So  much  for  the  inn 

It  remains  yet  to  sec  whA*  Uence  of  Enpli^v, 
ha*  reared  to  Influence  her  ”1^  £  <*ltM  S^m  '* 

rQforrrs  * 

j-hese  are  many  in  n,,^ 

worhs  have  ted  no  chance  to  sTa^rV^01^  their 
the  fact  r  mins  that  they  have  tan^“  *** 

"Uncle  Ioo>fcabln"ew^Poirctlat^d1!rent  °“used  *•>« 
an  cam  say  but  that  this  boot 'La  LTo^hf6  00mt^- 
factors  in  the  MttlMM  of  the  slavery  qufstfont 

*jee  tlie  effect  of  Upton  Sinclair^  "Jungle". 

The  newspapers  and  magazines  contained  much  about  the  con- 
ditions  in  Chicago  bat  not  until  the  novel  came  out  was  any 
action  taken*  Thai  the  people  wore  shown  the  real  condi¬ 
tions  and  they  raised  an  outcry  for  better  and  more  san- 
it  ary  conditions  in  the  st.  ck-yards.  This  book  alone 
created  legislation  and  changed  the  working  conditions  of 
thousands  of  men  and  women* 

Jack  London  says  of  this  novel  that  it  is  "The 
Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin  of  wage  slavery*  and  classes  it  with 
Charles  Reade’s  reform  stories* 


(1)  Bookman  34  j  160 


True  there  w  „ 

sensationalism.  But  it°PPOaitlon 

arc  necessary  to “J^he^  *°  «*l*.*°  *****  th* 

as  a  genius  of  this  kW  ds°ayed  cw  'r  a*ya  that  *v 
m  laying  the  worst  before^"''  »U.*  "orl^24* 

a  Kavon  01crfc  P6°PU  ln  *« 

►»The  Jungle”vslthout  being  f?Tn  Sa^  that  tK 

*now  that  J-»*  uas  ^  ^.T  ^ 

Winston  Ohurchhili  is  '  ***  *** 

aaid  politics  is  Ms  favorite  t  °ne  ot  our  fftT. 
the  "Boas"  system  as  it  W0  LI  T'  ln^niQ^\^^ 

_:aged  in  a  stl„e  for  t 

Frances  Barnett  has  wrtti-.„  „™. 
to  show  the  political  corruption  *  Jl  !?™  0n8  "talniatritton- 
pictures  a  politician  of  the  worst  tLaj0”:  In  lt  sbe 
influence.  shows  his  bad 

Clarence  King  has  given  ^  a  , 
emphatic  to  the  utmost  degree,  "Dcmocr^v" LJ*namea 
work  of  fiction®  Diplomats  from  vRrlaaa  rJu  tT°l  mtional 
loans  rw  all  the  stf  es  are 

gress  making  a  likely  but  serious  ^lot.  ° 

The  book  is  most  satirical®  Take  a  single  para¬ 
graph  for  instance  describing  politics  at  its  worst®  it  runs 
fchuaj  "This  is  the  moment  when  the  two  whited  sepulchers 
at  either  end  of  the  avenue  reek  with  the  thick  atmosphere  of 
bargain  and  sale#  The  old  is  going#  the  new  is  coming.  Wealth, 
office,  and  power  are  at  auction#  Who  bids  highest?  Who  hates  with 
the  most  venom?  Who  has  done  the  dirtiest,  the  meanest,  the 
darkest  and  the  most  political  work?  He  sm  11  have  his  regard.* 


mother 

dignity  of  a  »ovo/la  ilQal  ot, 

,  .  *»•  Vali?^  ti,  , 

icljv  l  politicly  °°k  U  ^  0  hHonSwhan  «tte 

tlvin  a  theorist.  HtU4a,“a.  \  l*  *l%5  to  th* 

rt  ll,1C  l  “b  ‘  03  ‘°  hu  fwSai.‘ 

«-  in  «.\7„ 2Tk  *.  J 

in  New  York  Poll  ti «.?***  Bre*n  hre°eWeu  nr>  , 

has  material  in  it  th'"h  Gh  in  ^  *ritten  e^!**  **W 

"3o“ffl  from  ^iiuoaf^  b« 

"Shaoklett."  k  33  **l**“'» 

rise  from  among  the  plj  Barr  „„ 

tor's  intention  is  to  f  °°rr«pt  t  bowB  how  a 
ambition  that  oon,imt“s° '°*  tha1>  it  l.  ^11^  to 

Rsa  iwiiticai 

a  similar  novri  #■> 

is  "J.  He  Ivin,  Boas-  Zl  g0od  , 

politicians  may  rise  Ihr,/  *  Lilians.  r*  B°1Uj-ciaa 
ship  and  afimiWill4  P6rs<3na3‘  ^rathfaine!s^Jr^d 


the  errors 


w^ie  ton  of  the  Hour"  bv  rw 
‘  and  dangers  of  social!^?  e  Than<*.  «•«»«.. 

Herrick  tells  h^r^^oaedhi*03"  0ltlz«i"  by  Robert 

sr  ££  s::aiate  * 

.f3?  Octopus  *  a  California  story  showing  the  brutal  and  sel¬ 
fish  struggle  of  the  eapital&s  against  the  community*  "The 
Pit”  is  a  similar  narrative  of  a  deal  in  the  Chicago  wheat 
pit,  This  shows  the  game  of  speculation  that  controls  the 
production  and  distribu  ion  of  our  food. 

Braid  Whitlock  wrote  "The  13th  District"  and 
"The  Turn  of  he  Ba  ance"  with  a  determination  to  expose  the 
legal  and  other  del  indolences  of  th©  American  social  system. 
In  these  n  vds  he  shows  the  unjust  treatment  of  criminals 

and  victims  of  legal  injustice. 


U)  BJon  14  j72i -Arthur  Maurio.  on  Polltioian  »  W**  l* 
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the 


jit  10*1  fuod  between  two  riva^  h'  »ox 

London’s  tj  ***^'*"  * 
“*  '  1103  He»l"  »»  „ 


trie  t  sys  t  «na  • 


••The  Gentleman  from  **“»• 

„as  for  its  ba«i«  the  warfare  by  w 

a  .sang  of  political  scoundrels.  '  yottaS  n«,8p&  ?rlaJlet0I1 

p  r  ^  agaj 


Gainst 


again 

Ellen  Glasgow  has  taken  a 
"Voice  of  the  People"' »  Her  hero  ?  polltical  thema  * 
with  POlitioolmUtlons  **  rises 


with  political,  amoixions  ivh 
hi^i  position  in  his  at  a  q„ 


M&ny  othe  r  novels  have  been  • 
slum  conditions  and  immoral  politics  Za^I®*  oa  labor  queRtt 
ha*  been  6rc.t  loeMly  and  a?  the  tlmT  ,I\U°  thelr  taaSST*’ 
nation  to  any  marked  degree »  *  n&8  »°t  effected  the 

The  figure  for  the  novelists  is  bri^t  , 
have  begun  to  turn  their  minds  to  the  settir™**  torthey 
i*  social  uea ti on s.  ,Ve  realize 

settled  and  therefore  the  place  of  the  novelist  wtTTte  L." 
fflore  prominent.  Am  one  writer  has  put  It,  -Those  who  ds’obls 
in  ink  wade  deep  into  human  nature  and  apart  from  ail  else 
every  {J>od  novel  indirectly  teaches  htmanity,  humility  and 
a  d ©flier  understanding  of  the  heart*” 


